Tony Di narDo
Intern Architect

The work presented in this portfolio showcases the skills and abilities that I have gained
through my educational and practical experiences along with the various concepts and styles
with which I have experimented. I have always been open to new ideas; however, over time
and through the projects I have completed, I have learned more about myself as a designer
and my preference for simplicity and minimalism.
As I continue on my journey within the fi eld of Architecture, I want to fulfi ll my ambition to
create something that others can appreciate. The most enlightening aspect of the design
process is seeing how others react to my work. Comparing my intentions with the perceptions of my audience is one of my favourite parts of the process. I hope you enjoy the work
that I present to you here.
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Victoria Street Bus Shelter Proposal

The importance of space
and flow is emphasized
in the design details. The
bus shelter was designed
in such a way to ensure
that it does not overpower
the street landscape and
impede pedestrian traffic to the park. At the
same time, the shelter
was designed to provide
sufficient protection from
the elements to encourage people to use the
streetscape.
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The materials were chosen based on their respect
of the landscape and how
they would weather over
time. The shelter’s walls
are made of granite, a material native to Nova Scotia. The tinted butterfly
glass roof, also influenced
by nature, was designed
to promote the flow of rain
away from waiting commuters.
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Even minor elements
within a cityscape can
have meaningful origins.
Inspired by the site’s natural beauty, this bus shelter
was designed to relate to
its surroundings and highlight the city’s natural qualities. By stretching the
shelter the length of the
site, it becomes a physical gateway to the nearby
park and a symbolic gateway that promotes the
co-existence of the city’s
urban and natural spheres.
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The Valley Bridge House Proposal
Located on a long and
secluded,
north-facing
coastal site, the Valley
Bridge House is design
as a family home with
space to accommodate
overnight guests.
It is
a symbolic structure that
represents the joining of
two families. Two separate living spaces meet
at the kitchen, which
becomes the home’s
totem.
An existing steel-truss
bridge is used as the
building’s
framework.
Careful placement of the
windows provides each
room in the home with
a unique view of the surrounding landscape. The
floor plan is simple and
functional with the public
areas on the ground floor
to promote activity and
socialization, and private
spaces on the upper levels to offer privacy and
solitude.
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Second Floor

1. Living Area
2. Kitchen
3. Dinning Area
4. Washroom
5. Belcony
6. Laundry/Mech. Room
7. Bathroom
8. Guest Bedroom
9. Master Bedroom
10. Study
11. Storage
12. Rooftop Garden
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Belcony view

Dartmouth Coast House Proposal
Located on a long and
narrow site along a
south-facing coast, the
Dartmouth Coast House
is designed with an open
concept layout that provides a clear, unobstructed view of the ocean
from any position within
the home. To allow surrounding residences to
retain their water views
as well, the structure’s
design is long and low
and flows towards the
water.
The home is intended for
a young family of two and
their occasional guests.
The floor plan is, therefore, simple and open.
The ground floor holds
the shared kitchen and
living spaces. Privacy is
provided on the second
floor, which also has access to a rooftop garden.
A large, concrete thermal
mass wall is incorporated into the design of
the home. This wall has
a dual purpose. First,
it serves as a transition
point between the nearby
commercial building and
the residential neighbourhood. It also provides an
economical heating and
cooling system, which
translates into valuable
cost savings. The thermal wall also acts as an
anchor for the home’s
design.
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Floor key
1. Main Entrance
2. Second Entry
3. Laundry/Mech. Room
4. Bathroom
5. Kitchen
6. Dinning Area
7. LIving Area
8. Study
9. Car Park
10. Master Bedroom
11. Guest Bedroom
12. Rooftop Garden
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Lake Banook Canoe Club Proposal
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Function and form have
an important relationship
in architecture. In this
project, the building is
designed to emphasize
its purpose and create
a link to the surrounding
area. The structure consists of two separate,
but intersecting components. The athletes’
quarters occupy one
block, while the judges’
quarters are in another.
There are also several
open viewing areas to
bring members of both
groups together into
shared spaces.
Most of the building is
constructed of large,
wooden planks, installed
both horizontally and vertically, which continues
to highlight the theme of
the building’s separate,
but related components.
The plank siding also
helps relate it to nearby
structures made of similar materials.
The positioning of the
building along the lake’s
shore is related to the
axes of the structure’s
two parts. One axis represents the starting line
and the other the fi nish
line. The large, open
viewing areas provide a
clear view to the space
between the two axes,
which is where the canoe races occur.
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First Floor

Floor key
1. Stairwell
2. Mechanical Room
3. Massage/ Nurse’s Room
4. Admission Room
5. Women’s Washroom
6. Men’s Washroom
7. Women’s Change Room
8. Men’s Change Room
9. Storage Garage
10. Common Area
11. Private Office
12. Kitchenette
13. North Viewing Deck
14. South Viewing Deck
15. Mezzanine
16. Radio Room
17. Judges Room
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Herring Cove Coast Guard Proposal
Located on a steep incline overlooking the
North Atlantic Ocean,
the
Herring
Cover
Coast Guard Station is
strategically
situated
to provide a sweeping
view of the surrounding
coastline. To maximize
efficiency, the struc ture is designed as two
separate buildings: the
station and the boat
house.
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The station’s floor-to ceiling windows along
the north, east and
south walls provide a
clear view of its sister
building, as well as a
panoramic view of Herring Cove and the Atlantic Ocean. The large
windows also emphasize the link between
the structure’s interior
and the natural beauty
of the outdoor setting.
Although
the
boat
house
is
intended
mainly for storing the
coast guard zodiac, this
is only required for two
months each year. The
building is, therefore,
designed to serve as a
public venue for social
gatherings and special
events as well. A map
room is also included,
which
offers
local
fishermen a place to
organize and plan their
voyages.
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Floor key
1. Foyer
2. Change Area
3. Laundry Room
4. Washroom
5. Meeting Area
6. Common Area
7. Bed room
8. Storage
9. Kitchen
10. Viewing Deck
11. Boat Storage
12. Map Room
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Halifax Regional Fire Station Proposal
Conscientious design
can help organize and
maximize the use of a
building. The goal for
designing the Halifax
Regional Fire Station
was to combine two
distinct purposes into
one harmonious structure.
The space is intended
for various activities of
work and play, which
are, in reality, both
separate and related.
To emphasize this re lationship,
individual
pods are used to cre ate two distinct areas.
One pod houses the office and meeting space,
while the other holds a
lounge and sleeping
quarters. The hanging
pods are connected by
a suspended bridge and
each has a stair case
linking it to the shared
main floor.
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Floor key
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1. Training area
2. Storage
3. Kitchen
4. Dinning area
5. Washroom
6. Office
7. Balcony
8. Bedroom
9. Laundry Room
10. Lounge area
11. Bridge
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HRM Horseshoe Theatre Proposal
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The HRM Horseshoe
Theatre
experiments
with the experiences of
theatre and classical music. It plays on the idea
of achieving function and
beauty through simple,
but creative architecture.
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A simple cube at the
heart of the theatre
houses the performance
area, while the fl owing,
spiral layout encourages
movement and invites
guests to explore the
space. Elements such as
the courtyard and indoor
water feature also help
create a welcoming and
relaxing environment.

Floor Plan at 1m
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There is a unique mix
of materials and shapes
used in the design of the
building. The main structure is encased by three
concrete shells inspired
by the contours of the
site’s coastline. Upon
entering
the
house,
which appears to be
a box, visitors are surprised to fi nd an embracing, curvilinear space.
The performance space
is wrapped in an onyx
stone veneer, which creates a warm glow in the
evening when lit from
inside. Collectively, the
theatre’s elements create
a unique setting in which
to celebrate the arts and
demonstrate the power
of the imagination.
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Floor Plan at 3m
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Floor key
1. Lobby
2. Box Office
3. Courtyard
4. Reception area
5. Black Box
6. Storage
7. Washroom
8. Stage
9. Office
10. Board Room
11. Mechanical Room
12. Projection Room
13. Sound Room
14. Storage
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Baddeck Research Complex Proposal
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The Baddeck Research
Complex is inspired
by Lucien den Arend’s
Marconi Waltz, specifically, the artist’s use of
the panel system and
the modularity of his
work.
The research
complex consists of a
series of clean - lined,
modern
buildings,
which are a contrast to
the organic qualities of
the natural surround ings. It is designed using ver y basic shapes
and a flexible scale,
form and plan that ca ter to the individual
programme
of
the
structures.
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Floor key

1

1. Boathouse
2. Laboratory
3. Storage
4. Washroom
5. Conference Room

5.

Research Workshop
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The complex’s struc tures would be con structed off-site and
installed on location
to minimize disruption
to the natural environ ment. Also, situating
the complex near the
old gypsum quarr y em phasizes the material
used in the construc tion of the building’s
gypcrete finish.
While the structure’s
form allows it to stand
out from its surround ings,
it
essentially
grows from the gyp sum rock existing on
site, thereby helping
to reduce the visual
impact on the natural
environment.
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1. Main Conference 2. K-12 Camp Ground 3. Researchers Living 4. Research Workshop 5. Think Tank

Lunenburg Waterfront Link Proposal
The Lunenburg wa terfront development
was a large project
intended to encourage
the use of the existing
boardwalk.
A series
of benches were de signed to help achieve
this goal and unify the
site.
A key characteristic
of the bench design is
flexibility. Each bench
is composed of several
individual
modules,
which allows them to
be assembled in different styles based on the
desired length and purpose. This adaptability
can, therefore, accom modate the various
conditions of the site.
To address the loca tion’s changing weath er
conditions,
the
bench components are
fitted with metal shoes
made of Lunenburg
steel.
This protects
the wood from moisture that could cause
rotting.

Boardwalk Bench Axonometric

Quinpool Loft Apartments Proposal
The Quinpool lofts are
designed with young professionals in mind. Each
unit includes a simple
and spacious floor plan,
double-height living areas,
and floor-to-ceiling windows. Personal space is
a key consideration in the
design and the complex,
therefore,
experiments
with different degrees of
privacy and the interaction
between public and private
spaces.

Vernon Street

Quinpool Road

Bachelor Loft Second Floor

The design allows for each
unit to have access to a
private or semi-private
balcony, a roof-top terrace,
and a public courtyard on
the ground floor, which
includes artist studios that
promote public interaction.
The building’s glass panel
façade also plays with privacy, which varies based
on the use of the interior
space. The most restrictive patterns appear on the
façades facing the busy
streets.
Where possible, the complex is designed using
eco-friendly materials, and
both passive solar design
and technology have been
incorporated into each
unit. This includes thermal
mass concrete walls, photovoltaic panels, and crossventilation for fresh air and
to facilitate natural heating
and cooling.
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Maiden Lane Development Competition Proposal
A decrease in residences within the downtown core led the City of Windsor to host the
Maiden Lane Development Competition. The intent was to develop a multi-purpose
space for retail, entertainment, and living. Maiden Lane currently operates as an undeveloped link between two main streets.
The design called for a structure that blends with its surroundings, but still makes a unique
statement. This was accomplished through the use of materials and simple form of the
building façade.
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1. Book Store
2. Study Room
3. Outdoor Garden
4. Cafe
5. Washroom
6. Magazine Shop
7. Barber Shop

Outdoor Garden View

Habitat for Humanity Competition Proposal
Habitat for Humanity if often associated with a sense of community. In an effort to help
spark interest in the organization, Habitat teamed up with St. Clair College to invite design
submissions for the 2004 build. The goal was to produce design proposals and associated
working drawings that would be considered for construction.
This proposed design is simple, yet it incorporates an element of creative interest. The
form was inspired by the Habitat for Humanity logo, representative of the organization’s
community impact and contribution.

Urban Land Institute Competition Proposal
Designed for ULI 2009, Alameda reCONNECTed is an urban development solution for Denver, Colorado. As a whole, it is intended to help individuals reclaim their inner city by repairing a sense of disconnect. The various design components interact to form a cohesive urban fabric that enhances regional, neighbourhood, ecological, and pedestrian connections.
The project focuses on programs such as concentrating density around major transit hubs,
improving streetscapes, establishing transportation corridors, introducing more open green
space, and demonstrating environmental sensitivity through activities such as the efficient
use of renewable energy.

Windsor Children’s Safety Village Competition
This winning design submitted to represent St. Clair College at the Children’s Safety Village is a visual interpretation of the College’s past, present and future.
Characteristics of the main campus building and the Ford Center for Excellence in Manufacturing (FCEM) are incorporated into the design. Materials are used to illustrate the
progression of time. The brown brick, a symbol of the main building, is surrounded by corrugated galvanized siding, which transitions into dryvit similar to that used on the FCEM.
This representation of the College essentially symbolizes growth, from old to new.
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Floor key
1. Storage
2. Passageway
3. Display
4. Storage
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Housing for Haiti Competition Proposal
People infected with tuberculosis require certain conditions for recovery. Equally
important is the well-being of healthy family members. The design process is
informed by an integrated approach, which not only looks at addressing health
issues, but incorporates ideas of sustainable livelihoods and stewardship of the
environmental elements that contribute to better health.
This design takes into consideration available resources and capacity building. Capacity building can range from a basis in agriculture to specific skills in construction
to training in appropriate technologies.

Floor key
1. Porch
2. Living Area
3. Circulation Space
4. Bedroom
5. Bedroom
6. Bathroom
7. Kitchen
8. Garden
9. Bamboo Rock Garden
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